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October 2011 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 

with you always, even to the end of the age.ô  

Amen.ò  (New King James Version) 

 And in order for us to be effective in our 

mission and ministry we have to look at the other 

ñraison dôetre.ò  And that is our Stewardship.  

Without a serious approach to Stewardship, our 

efforts at Evangelism will be diminished.  Steward-

ship is embracing the reality of our potential to be 

an effective instrument, and in doing so we will 

either experience a dynamic presence where peo-

ple are loved, nourished, and prepared for living a 

life in Christ, or we will be a lukewarm place where 

everyone tries to feel comfortable but lives are not 

changed.  Embracing Stewardship means we take 

an honest look at how we support our church.  Do 

we give of ourselves ï our time, talent, and 

money?  Or do we find reasons for not giving of 

ourselves?  Do we offer the best of self to Godôs 

work, or do we separate His work from who we 

are and give what is left over in our time, talent, 

and money?  Do we let others do the giving while 

we share in the benefits of their efforts?  May our 

Lord guide your reflections this coming month, 

and may you have the courage to commit to the 

mission and ministry of this church by offering the 

Lord the best that you have to offerééé..to be 

continued! 

God Bless & Shalom! 

With Love, in Christ Jesus 

Fr. Bob+ 

Thoughts &  

     Meditationséé 
Well, here we are again ï as someone once said!  We 

are entering the Fall season and that usually reflects a 

new school year, a lowering of temperatures 

(everywhere except East Texas!), Football dominating 

the sports world, and of course our annual reflection 

on the ñSò word.  In the Episcopal Church we have the 

ñEò word and the ñSò word.  Both of these words are 

usually greeted with wincing and snickers, but these 

two words are at the heart of who we are and whose 

we are.  Of course, I am making light of two important 

words that are at the heart of the Gospel and are the 

building blocks of a creative and dynamic ministry of 

any church. 

I am referring to ñEvangelismò and ñStewardship.ò  

They are two sides of the same coin we call mission 

and ministry.  In order for the dynamic of a church to 

be effective, the church must embrace evangelism as 

one of its ñraison dôetres.ò  Our reason to be in this 

world is to be an extension of Jesus Christ in this 

world.  We are continuing the mission and ministry 

that He began 2000 years ago.  The ñevangelionò or 

ñGood Newsò needs to be heard and experienced at 

St. Francis Church.  Sharing our faith with our com-

munity is what we are called to do.  Every member of 

this parish is responsible for seeing that this church 

keeps its eye on the main objective of the Church.  All 

are essential to the mission and ministry that our Lord 

Jesus Christ has handed to us.  Every person should 

read St. Matthew 28:18-20 on a regular basis to re-

mind themselves of the mission of the Church.  It 

reads as follows: 

 ñAnd Jesus spoke to them (the Disciples, soon 

to become Apostles), saying, óAll authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore 
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 CONFIRMATION 

CAKE 

Deserved or not, a 

bunch of people liked 

the cake I prepared for the reception following 

the confirmation service. If you would like to 

have the recipe, here it is. 

 1 box Pillsbury Classic White Cake Mix 

1 package Instant Cheesecake Pudding 

 

Follow cake mix directions but use the whole 

egg (not just the whites). 

When you are ready to add the cake mix to the 

eggs, oil and water, add the package of 

Cheesecake Pudding.  Follow directions to mix 

cake and bake.  This makes 2, 8-9 inch rounds 

or 9x12 inch pan. 

FROSTING 

1 Cup solid white shortening 

1 teaspoon Almond flavor 

1 teaspoon Butter flavor 

2-3 Tablespoons water 

1 pound confectionersô sugar (freshly opened) 

1 tablespoon Wilton Meringue Power 

A pinch of salt 

 

Beat shortening to soften. Add almond and but-

ter flavor and 2 tablespoons water. Add confec-

tionersô sugar and beat until frosting is smooth.  

If frosting is too thick, add a teaspoon of water 

at a time until it's the right consistence for you.  

For a better looking cake: freeze the cake. Thin 

out some of the frosting and with knife spread a 

very thin coat over the cake. This is your crumb 

coat. Place in freezer until crumb coat is stiff. 

Frost cake.   

--Mona 

First Friday Family 

Night  

November 4, 2011  

First, I would like to thank 

everyone who attended our 

September First Friday Family Night event. 

We met seven of our neighbors, but most 

important, they met us.  It was a nice family 

event for everyone.  The event included a 

great family orientated movie and a whole-

some soup meal for a very low price.  We 

not only offered a great event to our church 

members and community, but we raised 

$70!!  We plan to purchase a sign that will 

be displayed before the event.  And if you 

missed it, you also missed really good soup 

and cookies.  The soup & cookie makers 

outdid themselves. 

Our next Friday Family Night will be held on 

November 4th at St. Francis. 

WHEN: Meal will be served from 

6:00  ï 7:00 P.M..    Movie will start 

at 7:00 p.m. 

COST:  $3.00 per adult, $1.00 per 

child 

I was very warmed by the volunteers at the 

last event ï it would not be the success it 

was if not for the many people who offered 

everything from their time, skills, food and/or 

financial support. 

A volunteer sign-up 

sheet is on the bulletin 

board for various tasks 

needed.  Or call me at 

903-283-3324 for more 

information.  Thanks!  Ann Bush 
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TEXANS AGAINST 

CRIME  

OCTOBER 11, 

2011 @  6:00 

P.M. 

S a i n t  F r a n c i s 

Church, in conjunc-

tion with the Tyler Police Department, will once 

again be a host location for the Texans Against 

Crime - a neighborhood crime awareness meet-

ing.  Come join us as we reach out to those 

who live in the surrounding neighborhood and 

help them protect themselves and each other 

from the effects of crime.  Officers from the Ty-

ler Police Department will be here to offer tips, 

advice and information about crime prevention 

and what you can do to keep from becoming a 

victim. 

A rum-a-dum-dum... 

a rum-a-dum-ctlè 

St. Francis Rum 

Cakes return ! 

It's the perfect dessert for 

those holiday gatherings or 

football parties.  Our parish's 

own  special rum cake, made from our pound 

cake and caramel glaze mix that comes with 

simple, step-by-step directions and serves 25-

30 people. 

Again this year, the proceeds will go toward 

improvements for our Education Building.  

Last year, the profits purchased plantation-

style wooden blinds for the classrooms.  

Stop by the Parish Hall on Sundays, begin-

ning Sunday, October 9 through November 

8, and sample this moist, delicious, glazed 

cake.  The attractively packaged cake mix 

makes a distinctive gift for family and friends.   

Pick up flyers (order forms included) for 

friends, and family members. Orders also may 

be placed when the church is open for busi-

ness Monday-Thursday, 9:00-2:30 or come 

see Belinda Steelman at BBN Hair Co, 525 

Loop 323 W SW  in the shopping center be-

hind Chili's. 

Orders may be picked up November 14 

through November 27.   Watch for the times 

and places in next month's Journal or check 

the rum cake poster in 

the Parish Hall.  

THE 2011 CHAL-

LENGE:  As last year, 

please sell at least two 

more cakes beyond 

what you buy for yourself!  Not only will the re-

cipients enjoy the product, but it also puts our 

parish's name in front of those in the community 

who have never had the occasion to pass by 

our church.  Who knows?  Some of them may 

stop by for more than cake! 

--Pam Renner 
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"Adult Forum on the 

Anglican Faith"   

ADULT CLASS - Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 in the Edu-
cation Building. 

The following areas are open for comment 

and discussion: Theology, Sacraments, 

Worship, Scripture, History and Issues of 

the Church.   

Bring questions that pertain to these areas 

and discuss.  The class will be led by Father 

Bob.  Class began September 25th. Even if 

you didn't make it to the first class, come on 

succeeding Sundays and join the discus-

sion. 

Jr. Wardenôs 

Corner  

I want to once again 

thank those that so 

generously gave to 

the maintenance 

fund. We have been 

able to get both the church and the education 

buildings painted, thanks to Peter Kohler! The 

roof over the former portable buildings leak 

over the doors and will be repaired very soon, 

so Norma doesnôt get her poor head dripped 

on when it rains.     We have replaced the old 

sliding doors in the Education Building with 

more energy efficient and secure windows. 

We have had several air conditioning repairs 

necessary because of the hard work they had 

to do this summer keeping it cool inside. The 

new roof on the church seems to have re-

duced our energy bill because of the added 

insulation that was done at the time, and 

thatôs always good. 

On another note, we will soon be having an 

audio speaker installed in the Fellowship Hall, 

so if anyone has to leave the service for any 

reason they can still sit in the Fellowship Hall 

and hear the service. 

I have started getting pricing for some sign 

upgrades, as our current signs are showing 

their age, and we want to present ourselves in 

the best possible light.  

We have a beautiful building and grounds, 

and a lot of the credit for this goes to Alberto 

Cruz, our sexton, who does a great job for us 

here at St. Francis. Next time you see him tell 

him ñgood job!ò Not only does he keep the 

place looking great, he cooks a great meal on 

Wednesdays! Join us for the Healing service 

where we have a great meal, fellowship, and 

maybe stay for the bible study or join the 

choir. Mairi and I try to go as often as possi-

ble. 

Well as you can see, there is a lot being 

done, but there is always more to do, so if 

you find a few extra bucks in your piggybank 

please try to remember the maintenance 

fund. Godôs peace to all!  

--Marty 
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Fling Wide the Gates: C.S. Lewis & the Pur-

suit of Joy 

Spend the weekend in the piney woods of 

Camp Allen delving into the works of C.S. 

Lewis. Whether you are a Lewis scolar or just 

picked up your first Lewis book last week, all 

are welcome and encouraged to attend the 

retreat. Join plenary speaker Dr. Bruce Ed-

wards as he reflects on the 80th anniversary 

of Lewisôs conversion to Christianity in 1931.   

Additional speakers for this event include:  Dr. 

Gary Durham, Lancia Smith, Pierce Pettis, Dr. 

Holly Ordway, Andrew Lazo, Terry Glaspey, 

and more! The weekend will also feature a 

performance by the Ad Deum Dance Com-

pany, a Houston-based dance company that 

explores the mysteries of faith, grace, beauty 

and redemption through modern dance. 

Writerôs Workshop: October 27-29, 2011 

On Stories: Imagination and Incarnation 

Join us one day prior to the C.S. Lewis Re-

treat and learn the craft of writing prose, po-

etry and song. Pitch your book to an agent or 

receive a critique from an editor.  Attend ses-

sions on interviewing, public relations, social 

media, promotion, self-publishing, and mar-

keting. Featured authors and speakers in-

clude Christy-Award winner Angela Hunt, au-

thor of over 100 fiction, nonfiction and chil-

drenôs books, and Carolyn Curtis, journalist 

and author of six books. 

Conference Packages are priced by person 

and include hotel accommodations, meals, 

socials, and programming. The early bird pric-

ing listed below is valid thru September 30. 

Writers Workshop- single occ: $445, dou-

ble occ: $345 

C.S. Lewis Retreat- single occ: $445, dou-

ble occ: $345 

Both Events double occ: $445  

The minister was preoccupied with 

thoughts of how he was going to 

ask the congregation to come up 

with more money than they were 

expecting for repairs to the church 

building. Therefore, he was annoyed 

to find that the regular organist 

was sick and a substitute had  been 

brought in at the last minute. The 

substitute wanted to know what to 

play. 

"Here's a copy of the service," he 

said impatiently. "But, you'll have to 

think of something to play after I 

make the announcement about the 

finances."  

During the service, the minister 

paused and said, "Brothers and Sis-

ters, we are in great difficulty. The 

roof repairs cost twice as much as 

we expected and we need $4,000 

more. Any of you who can pledge 

$100 or more, please stand up."  

At that moment, the substitute or-

ganist played "The Star Spangled 

Banner.." 

And that is how the substitute be-

came the regular organist!  
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Join us on Sunday October 2
nd

  from 9:45 - 

10:30 in the Youth Room (below the Education 

Building) and see first hand what we have 

planned for this upcoming year.  All youth from 

6
th
 grade through 17 years of age are invited.  

Bring your parents!! Bring your friends!!  Bring 

your parentôs friends!! (well, ok maybe not)   

and definitely BRING YOURSELF!!   Refresh-

ments will be served.  Fliers with the planned 

events will be available to take home and boldly 

display to remind you of where to be on Sun-

day mornings !!!! 

Hope to see you there ï Mr. Gray and Mrs. 

Kraus 

OPEN HOUSE 

YOUTH GROUP 

ITôS THE GREAT PUMPKIN!!!!! 

The Youth Group would like to invite all mem-

bers of Saint Francis Church to join us on Sun-

day October 16
th
 immediately following the 

10:45 service for a Hot Dog luncheon and trip to 

the Moore Farms Pumpkin Patch!  Cost is $10 

per person and includes your lunch, hay ride, 

and a  pumpkin ð the fellowship is free!!!  Sign 

up in the Narthex.  See Bob Gray or Lisa Kraus 

for more details. 

The Halloween Serendipity will be hosted 

by Jim and Priscilla Warren on Friday, Oc-

tober 21st, at 6:30 p.m. at their home in 

Jacksonville. Their address is 1260 CR 

4120.  There are sign up sheets and direc-

tions in the Narthex. If you are interested 

in car-pooling, please call Sandra Dugan 

at 903-526-5507. Note: costumes are wel-

comed and encouraged!  

SERENDIPITY SUPPER 

There have been thousands of foot-

steps around Assisi, but through 

them all the footsteps of Francis 

seem freshly there, unaltered, call-

ing out for us to walk in them, and 

learn. 

-- Brenda Grace  
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ñCNJ CNHMFRò 

Here is an update on the 

activities of The St Clare Chapter of the Order 

of the Daughters of The King!! 

Beside our regular ministries and our daily 

prayers, some of the activities our members 

are involved in are: 

1. The DOK Training class held on August 

25
th
 through 27

th
 was an absolute success 

and with the addition of 13 new Daughters, 

the size of our chapter has more than dou-

bled!!!  Thanks to Father Bob for his won-

derful leadership in our training.  

2. The installation of the new members from 

the training class has now been scheduled 

for Sunday, October 16
th
 at the late service. 

Please join us as the new Daughters take 

their vows and the current Daughters reaf-

firm their commitment to the order. 

3. We held our first Anglican Rosary service 

on Wednesday, August 31
st
.  During the 

first service, new rosaries were blessed.  

Father Bob gave us information about the 

history of the Anglican Rosary and instruc-

tions on using them.  We prayed two differ-

ent rosary prayers.  The next Parish Rosary 

Service will be Wednesday, October 5
th
 at 

5:45 pm.  Please join us for this service.  

And, if you donôt have an Anglican Rosary, 

there is an assortment available in the Par-

ish Gift Shop which is open on Sundays 

during our regular services. 

4. The next chapter meeting will be October 

19th from 5:00 to 6:00 pm. We hope you all 

will be there! 

5. One thing the chapter is doing is praying eve-

ryday for everyone in the parish by name.  

We have been doing this for several months 

and now with the addition of new Daughters, 

we are going to redivide the names of all pa-

rishioners and continue with our daily prayers 

for the parish. 

 If you want more information about The Daugh-

ters of the King, please stop one of the mem-

bers and ask her! We have some brochures 

that explain what we are about and can refer 

you to our DOK website. 

GET INVOLVED NOW! 

JOPLIN NEEDS YOUR HELP  

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition is going 

to Joplin, Missouri and we need the entire 

community to get involved. The project be-

gins October 19th. Please go online and 

sign up now to get your scheduling materi-

als and driving directions. Extreme Make-

overs thanks you! 

http://www.joinextreme.com/joplin 


